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4.2) General Introduction

1) Constituent Assembly = An elected or representative body that prepares the '‘compilation’ of

fundamental laws and political framework of a country.

o Concept - Sir Henry Maine

. : Philadelphia Convention (1787, America) | 'l
o First Constituent Assembly :’
National Constituent Assembly (1789, France)

2) Cabinet Mission

Formation of Constituent Assembly (December 1946)

o Basis Indirect election and nomination (Princely States) = July 1946
|
Proportional representation through Single o Provinces and Princely States - One seat for every
Transfera:ble Vote 10 lakh population
Provincial Legislatures o Three communities - General, Muslim and Sikh

|
Provincial elections of 1937 under Government of India Act 1935
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4.3) Structure of the Constituent Assembly

Cabinet Mission 1946

After Partition

zgl\gllzl lzg\flgl

11 British ~ Commissioner Nominated by 12 Provinces] 29 Princely Stateﬂ
Provinces Areas Princely States ~ -
General — 213 Indian Independence Act 1947
Muslim — 79 (Section 8) = Constituent
Sikh — 04

, , Assembly = First Legislature of
_<: Universal Adult Franchise xxx . g
Indirect and Limited Election v V'V India = Dual Role
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4.4) Elections for the Constituent Assembly

————————————

| July 1946 \ ‘ Indirect - Through Provinces I ‘ Single Transferable Vote I

Congress —208

Cabinet Mission — Failed
Independent — 08

Mahatma Gandhi — not part of
Others — 07 the Constituent Assembly and
Interim Government
Sikh (06) Muslim (80)

Parsis (3) ’—m_l Women (15)

Scheduled Caste (26) Scheduled Tribe (33)

, 29 July 1946 : Cabinet Mission and Assembly boycotted
Muslim League — 73
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A) State-wise membership of India’s Constituent Assembly as on 31 December 1947

Madras 49 Mysore 7
Bombay 21 Baroda 3
West Bengal 19 Bhopal 1
United Provinces 55 Travancore 6
East Punjab 12 Cochin 1
Bihar 36 Gwalior 4
C.P. and Berar 17 Indore 1
Assam 8 Jaipur 3
Odisha 9 Jodhpur 2
Delhi 1 Tripura, Manipur and Khasi 1
Ajmer - Marwar 1

There was no representative from
Coorg 1 the Hyderabad State.
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I B) Women Members of the Constituent Assembly \

Name

Constituency

Name Constituency Purnima Banerji United Provinces
Ammu Swaminathan Madras Rajkumari Amrit Kaur Central Provinces and Berar
, Travancore and Cochin Renuka Ray West Bengal / General
Annie Mascarene
Union
Sarojini Naidu Bihar
Begum Aizaz Rasul United Provinces (Muslim)
Sucheta Kripalani United Provinces
Dakshayani Velayudhan Madras (SC Woman)
G. Durgabai Haniss Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit United Provinces
Hansa Mehta Bombay o There were 5 women from United Provinces
Kamala Chaudhry Uil Dicilticss o 10women members were present in the first
meeting of the Indian Constituent Assembly on 9
Leela Ray West Bengal
December 1946
Malati Choudhury Odisha
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4.5) Formation & Key Meetings

26 Nov 1949

Adopted, enacted
& self-surrendered

6 Dec 1946 9 Dec 1946
Formation First session

24 Jan 1950 26 Jan 1950
Last session Full enforcement
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Country Articles Working Period Time Taken

America 7 25 May 1787 to 19 September 1787 Less than four months
Canada 147 19 October 1864 to March 1867 About 2 years 6 months
Australia 128 1891 to 1900 About 9 years
South Africa 153 October 1908 to September 1909 One year
o Start : 9 December 1946 o 2 years, 11 months and 18
India 395 o Adopt : 26 November 1949 days
o Implement : 26 January 1950 o 11 Sessions

v 26 November — (Constitution ‘Day (National Law Day)
v “The official observance of Constitution ‘Day (Samvidhan
“Divas) in India began from the year 19 November 2015.

BONSTI UTION

26 NOVEMBER 1949
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First Session of the Constituent Assembly — Monday — Morning 11:00 AM — 9 December 1946 — First Session (9-23
December 1946)

o Central Hall of Parliament House (Constitution Hall), New Delhi
o Temporary Chairman — As per French tradition, the most senior member of the assembly: Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha
(Bihar)
= = Proposed by Acharya J.B. Kripalani
o First Nominated Deputy Speaker — Frank Anthony (Central Provinces)
o Due to the boycott by the Muslim League, a total of 207 members participated in this session.

o Goodwill messages received from — United States of America, China and Australia

o Prasanna Deo Rekut — passed away on 4 December 1946, five days before the first session of the Constituent Assembly.

First Session of the Constituent Assembly — Monday — Moming 11:00 AM — 10 December 1946

o Temporary Chairman — Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha
o Main Focus — To lay the administrative and procedural groundwork for smooth functioning of the assembly. » '
= The day for setting the internal ‘rules of procedure’ of the assembly

o Process for election of Permanent Chairman — A proposal was presented by Acharya J.B. Kripalani i |
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Third Session of the Constituent Assembly — 11 December 1946

o o Election of Permanent President — Dr. Rajendra Prasad
o Two Vice Presidents —
= Harendra Kumar Mukherjee and V.T. Krishnamachari (Jaipur State)
o o Constitutional Adviser — B.N. Rau (Benegal Narsing Rau)
o o Secretary — H.V.R. lyengar (Hurav Varadraj lyengar)
o © Chief Draftsman — S.N. Mukherjee

o o Calligrapher — Prem Bihari Narayan Raizada

Fourth Session of the Constituent Assembly —

| S e e

12 December 1946 A A
3 . 34
o Permanent President — Dr. Rajendra = 3N
L e The Indian Constitution
Prasad ‘ exists in two handwritten
B | versions: one in English
o Postponement of 'Objective Resolution' and the other in Hindi.
It has been preserved in
(Postponement of Objective Resolution) —_— special helium- filled cases

at the Central Library of the

o Discussion on the work of the Rules S —
Committee
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Fifth Session of the Constituent Assembly — 13 December 1946

Jawaharlal Nehru — 'Objective Resolution' — Soul and Core Philosophy of the
Constitution

Supported by — Purushottam Das Tandon

Adopted — 22 January 1947

8 Articles

O

O

O

An independent and sovereign republic

Unity and integrity

Union of States — A union of provinces, princely states, and all territories that wish to
join it

Source of power — The People'

Justice and equality — Social, economic, and political justice along with equality
Fundamental freedoms — Thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, and occupation
Protection of weaker sections — Minorities, backward classes, and tribal areas

World peace — India will contribute to international peace and the welfare of all

humanity
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4.6) Key Committees of the Constituent Assembly

22 Committees

8 Major Committees

14 Minor Committees

1. Drafting Committee

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

2. Union Powers Committee

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

3. Union Constitution Committee

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

4. Provincial Constitution Committee

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

5. Committee on Fundamental Rights,
Minorities and Tribal Areas

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

6. Rules of Procedure Committee

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

7. States Negotiating Commi

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

8. Steering Committee

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

0 O

National Flag Committee: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Finance and Staff Committee: Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Committee for the Functions of the Constituent Assembly:

G.V. Mavalankar

Supreme Court Committee: S. Vardachari|(not a member of

the Assembly)

Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee: ].B. Kripalani

Minorities Sub-Committee: H.C. Mukherjee
Sub-Committee for Assam Tribal and Excluded Areas:

Gopinath Bardoloi

Business Conduct Committee: Dr. K.M. Munshi
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! ! 5) Committee Members (Total 7 Members)
Drafting Committee
A Chairman — Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

1) Formation — 29 August 1947

A N.Gopalaswami Ayyangar
2) Objective — To consider and finalize the A Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar
preliminary draft of the Constitution prepared by A Dr.K.M. Munshi (the only Congressman)
the Constitutional Adviser (Sir B.N. Rau). A Syed Mohammad Saadullah (Muslim
First Meeting —{30 August 1947 League)
Total Meetings —{141 days A N.Madhav Rao (replaced B.L. Mitra, who

Publication of [First Draft — 21 February 1948

had resigned due to health reasons)

Second Draft —|October 1948 A T.T.Krishnamachari (replaced D.P.
A  Final Draft —(4 November 1948

B B B B

Khaitan after his death in 1948)

3) Final Adoption —|26 November 1949

Article 393 gives the 'Short Title' of the Constitution, which states: 'This Constitution may be called the Constitution of
India.’ On 17 October 1949, the Constituent Assembly held its final discussion on the name and the Preamble section.
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Three Stages or 'Readings’ | _~

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar introduced the final draft of the Constitution in the Assembly on November 4,
1948. A general discussion on it took place in the Assembly for five days (until November 9, 1948).
The Constitution was taken up for consideration for the second time starting from November 15,

1948. During this period, at least 7,653 amendment proposals were received, of which only 2,473

were actually discussed in the Assembly. The total duration of the sessions was 165 days, of which 114

days were dedicated to debating the draft.

First Reading Second Reading Third Reading
4 Nov 1948 to 15 November 1948 to 14 November 1949 to
9 November 17 October 1949 26 November 1949
1948

d Extensive deliberation on each clause  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar — The Constitution as settled by the

Q 7.635 amendments were proposed, Assembly be passed
out of which 2,473 amendments were | W 26 November 1949 — Adopted, Enacted and Self-

discussed in the House promulgated
W Came into effect on 26 January 1950 — Republic Day
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Key Statements of

_Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly

0/'\. -

However good a Constitution may be, if | + & "0n 26 of January 1850, we are going to enter into
those who are implementing it are bad w Inpolitics, we will have
equality, but in social and economic life we will

people, it will finally prove to be bad. @ @'Q@ vill have inequality. In politics we will be recognizing
Contrarily, however bad a Constitution may the principle of ‘one man one vote and one vote one
be, if those who are implementing it are good value', but in our social and economic life we shall, by
people, it willinally prove to be good. . ‘ reason of our Social and economic structure, continue
to deny the principle of ‘one man one value"

— -

T LL
nr

( ( ©& " We must hold fast to constitutional methods for
‘Bhakti'in religion may be a road to the 4 achieving ur social nd economic ofeves This
salvation of th egs ouITd¥ inp olﬁs_ﬁhakti A means we must abandon the methods of bloody

s revolution, civil disobedience, non-cooperation and
or her. 0-worship is a e road tﬂ. ﬂv Satyagraha. Where constitutional methods are open,
degradation and eventual dictatorship. no justification for these unconstitutional methods. These

¥ methods are nothing but the ‘Grammar of Anarchy' and
the sooner they are abandoned, the better for us. 59

-« Dr. Ambedkar's thoughts continue to guide our democracy today. - — /
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4.7) Last Session of the Constituent Assembly — 24 January 1950

~
1) Dr Rajendra Prasad — Elected as first President of India 4) National Song — 'Vande Mataram’
2) Conversion of the Constituent Assembly into 'Provisional o Composer (Author): Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
Parliament’ o  Original Source: '"Anandamath’ (1882 — Sannyasi
~ = :
3) National Anthem — 'Jana-Gana-Mana’ Rebellion)
o  Author — Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore o  First Sung: 1896 (Calcutta Session)
o  Original Language — Bengali (5 stanzas in the original o Set to music by Rabindranath Tagore
son Duration of Singing: 65 seconds (1 minute 5 seconds
g) o o ging ( )
o  First Sung — 27 December 1911 (Calcutta Session) o  English Translation: Sri Aurobindo
/"\ o -
o  Duration of Singing — 52 seconds o  Associated with the 1905 Partition of Bengal (Swadeshi
g e
o  Abbreviated Version — 20 seconds Movement)
o Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 5) Out of 299 total members, only 284 were present on that
o Case — Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala (1986) day.
o In 1919, Rabindranath Tagore translated it into English in o  The first signature is considered to be that of Jawaharlal
Andhra Pradesh under the title The Morning Song of Nehru and the last of Feroze Gandhi, while Dr.

India'. Rajendra Prasad’s signature was at the top.



W 5) g (Calligraphy)
i P T epe——

o 3USI GEHIIT — U Tqe R TRME0T TE=IreT (Flowing
1) Emﬁ'q TS — 22 F[CTE, 1947) [talic Style) .~

o TR sinwta ST ) gt g

WWQWR. & EEEr —’W;’l—'ﬂ (Nandalal Bose)

2) ICHSH B ISHdT BT TATIT — HS 1949 <« WETEAT — e IHATER @

3) WHA — 294, 11 ATE 3R 18 7) e w et () —(Erd)
o HAUGA 8) 264X 1949 — 3HiiIgpa, ATATFATHT 3R TeATUa
o TTHI 60 34T & HfaETI &1 SraeH o 37figd (Adopt) — HIHR HAT 4T U

o P T — 763,96,729 o afgfgfaqa (Enact) — gJai= CACC| & €7 T O19d1

4) ?ﬁqmrfﬁui—»@—a@a, o  HTHAIUA (Give to ourselves) — WRd P SdT 4 GG 24

: : g191 & 31R @G &I &1 39 31414 fHar 2|
o HREUT - HAG WA ATga (7 e g o |
o  ATSEISH i & R Ay <At & ot 0 WA, 395 HTBT AN 8 FFrl



4.8) Important Facts

1) (Natiqnal Flag — 22 July 1948

3)

4)

o  Original Design — Pingali Venkayya, freedom fighter

and agricultural scientist from Andhra Pradesh

Confirmation of Commonwealth Membership — May 1949

Time Taken — 2 years, 11 months, and 18 days

o Total 11 Sessions

o Constitutions of approximately 60 countries were
studied

o Total Expenditure — 763,96,729

Two original copies — One in Hindi and one in English

o  Preservation — Parliament House Library (New

Delhi) N

S e—

o Keptin special glass boxes filled with nitrogen gas.

5)

6)

7)
8)

Calligraphy

o  HindiVersion — Vasant Krishna Vaidya

o  English Version — Prem Bihari Narayan Raizada
(Flowing Italic Style)

Artwork and Decoration — Artists of Shantiniketan

o  Artist — Nandalal Bose

o Preamble — Beohar RaRmmanohar Sinha

Constituent Assembly Symbol (Seal) — Elephant

26 November 1949 — Adopted, Enacted, and Given to

Ourselves

o Adopted — To accept or embrace

o Enacted — Recognised as the supreme law

o Given to Ourselves — The people of India made it
themselves and subjected themselves to it.

o Preamble, 395 Articles, and 8 Schedules
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National Flag Committee — Dr. Rajendra

Date of Adoption — 22 July 1947
Ratio of Width to Length of Flag
— 2:3

Ashoka Chakra — 24 spokes
Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971 — Constitution,
National Flag, National Anthem
Flag Code of India 2002

Naveen Jindal Case (23 January
2004, Supreme Court, V.N. Khare)
— Hoisting the National Flag with
honour and dignity is a
Fundamental Right of every

citizen.

Independence Day (15 August)

Republic Day (26 January)

Flag Hoisting : The flag is
pulled up from below using a
rope and then unfurled.

Flag Unfurling : The flag is
already tied at the top of
the pole and is simply
opened/released.

Prime Minister of the country

President of the country (21-
gun salute)

Red Fort, New Delhi

Kartavya Path, New Delhi

PM Nehru hoisted the flag
at Princess Park, where Ustad
Bismillah Khan played the
shehnai.

0 Ministry of Defence
o First (1950): President
Sukarno of Indonesia

o Second: King Tribhuvan
Bir Bikram Shah of Nepal
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‘FAMOUS QUOTES & PROPOSALS: INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY (IN ENGLISH)
MAI-IATMA GANDHI [ || SIRIVOR JENNINGS ‘

‘IN THEIR NATIONALIST REACTION,
s THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS \ THE MAKERS OF THE INDIAN
SHOULD BE DISSOLVED AS A POLITICAL PARTY CONSTITUTION HAVE UNDERESTIMATED

AND BE FLOWER GARDEN AND ITS WORK ' THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
BE OF WINNING SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND > INTERESTS AND SENTIMENTS
MORAL FREEDOM.’ OF MINORITIES.

POLITICAL  LOKSEVAK  SOCIAL
INC SANGH FREEDOM |

DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD | MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD

‘A CONSTITUTION, LIKE A MACHINE, IS A LIFELESS PROPOSAL:
THING. IT ACQUIRES LIFE BECAUSE OF THE MEN WHO . POSTPONE UNIVERSAL
CONTROL IT. INDIA NEEDS TODAY NOTHING MORE ADULT FRANCHISE

THAN A SET OF HONEST MEN FOR WHOM NATIONAL o
INTEREST IS PARAMOUNT
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