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A Golden Age of Tamil Culture and Poétry (300 BCE - 300 CE)
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Foreign
Accounts

Ashoka’s 2nd & 13th Mentioned by Megasthenes,
Rock Edicts Historical Strabo, and Pliny
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Evidence

vfagiae
Higd

Hathigumpha Inscription Iraiyanar Akapporul
g 3o (Composed in 8th Century CE)
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The Third Sangam {V‘ &"’*Qe-
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1,850 vears ago | Location: Maduranl(halr Nakkir
“Works: Nedunthokai, Kurunthokai, Panpa al, etc.
1850 @d Qd | F2IH: WY | eder: FabRR | Wifefs Fiadl: Agis, Fo-uid,
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The Second Sangam

;E |
3,700 years ago | Location: Kapatapuram |

Chair: Tolkappiyar (1 of Agastya’s 12 disciples) |
Text: Tolkappiyam (Oldest Tamil grammar).
37ooaﬁ§|qm:mg e ATeHITaT (3075 RN &
12 faregt A & o) | A% dlesiagy (Fas A= afde aanso)|

‘Sage Agastya & Kaundinya expanded
Aryan civilization to the South.
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4,440 years ago | Location: Madurai | Chair: Sage Agastya | Surviving Texts: None.
4440 a9 qd | ToITA: HE? | 3eAa: W TR | 1 R fRs &1l 3ucey 78|

The First Sangam \/
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Silappadikaram_feieTaaféasRH

By Illango Adigal. The tragic love story of
Kovalan, Kannagi, and dancer Madhavi.
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Manimekalai Afoi&Ee_2

By Sithalai Sathanar. Story of Prince
Uda¥akumaran & Manimekalai.
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Sivaka Chintamani Sifae fa=amfor

By Jain poet Tiruttakkatevar.
SqBfd fﬁm od? BRI IEd|

Kundalakesi $8ciehil

Composed by Naga Kuttanar—
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[i Chera | @R /l ﬁChola | ?ﬂﬁj [E:Pandyalmvgai
dwu&e& -2 - Region &a\m&en-ﬁRVe:g 2035 “Qhe‘,?,\o\ KUv\Re gag l;l\

W ibiyem C "‘ Southwest Northeast Deep South
AL\ N =\ (Modern Kerala) (Between Pennar & Vellaru) (South of Kaveri)
gfayor afAq IR qd (3=IR a2 gz afaor
(YRS B doetTs Afedl & He) (BT & gfaror H)
Emblem Emblem
R\ TN
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BOW (Red Chera) Tiger
cITeTeR |13
Capitals Capitals Capitals

Vanchi & Tondi Uraiyur & Puhar Madurai
gifa a2 diost IR AATIER HgY
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Chera Kingdom: The Ancient Southwest j
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The most ancient dynasty, and the most frequently mentioned
in Sangam literature.

Tad yr=i= 421, 39 Iifec # gad 319 IR Icoial
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e B\ § 4 Principal Rulers | W& A ®

i S i Udayin Jiral (First), Nedunjiral.

SR , A3
34 (92H), 4SSl »
The Greatest Ruler | H&HdH 2MH

Senguttuvan (Adhiraj). Also known as the ‘Red Chera’.

He founded the Pattini (Kannagi) religious cult worshipping
the goddess of chastity.
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P A
om: The Powerful Northeast

‘Chola Kingd

e .
Key Insights Principal Ruler
The most powerful of the three kingdoms, ({8 p T v Karikala Chola. He granted state
commanding an extensive maritime ;“ : 74 - A S /) patronage to the Brahmanical religion.

 trade network with the Roman Empire. ".
« L™ | i , -
Key Insights " Capitals & Industry Principal Ruler
The most powerful of the three kingdoms, /‘, Manalur, Uraiyur (Famous for Cotton \ Karikala Chola. He granted state
trade network with the Roman Empire. - Textiles), and Puhar (Kaveripattinam). patromrahmanical religion.
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Pandya Kingdom: .~
The Pearl of the Deep South
UTUSy I59: Y &f&ioT b1 Aldl

Key Insights

Located south of the Kaveri. Celebrated for its pearls, as documented
by the Greek historian Megasthenes.

GAGEIE: 2 ¥ frera | wifaay Ioeifdd
afayor | ggaﬁz(ﬁ%)l

Governance & Geography
WRATHA 3R e

Capital: Madurai. The Vengi river served as the absolute lifeline of the
kingdom. Uniquely characterized by matriarchal governance.
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The Royal Court | JeRaR

King: Vendan, Kon, Mannan, Kotravan, lraivan.
Minister: Amaichhan.
Commander: Enadi
Assembly: Nalva\%
Court: Maranm.
Birthday: Perunal.
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Warrior Code | A1gT G3URT

Naddukal/Virakkal: Statues of martyred soldiers.
Vattakiruthal: Ritual suicide by defeated kings.
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Absence of the traditional
Chaturvarna and Slave
systems.
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Women in Society | @Ts & Afgarg

Widow remarriage and subsequent | fa¥ar faarg 37z yafaarg &t smafa ot
marriages were permitted. Women like | 3raar &t faget feaat 1 gwr= )
Avvaiyar held scholarly respect.

The Two Types of Marriage | [da7g & UaR
T N
(Kalava (713 ), m@}

Marriage entered into by love, without Traditional marriage arranged by
the prior knowledge of parents. the family.
A1 fUdr &t STFSRE & foA1 fadarg URAR gRT a4 {61 747 faarg |
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m/ 6 { Economic Base | 3114 3{TUR >

Land Revenue (1/6th of produce)
HIHHR (TS DT 1/6 HTT)

Agriculture, Animal Husbandry. Uraiyur was
the hub of the Cotton Textile Industry.
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Customs duty or Transit t
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Global Trade | df#/e &maR

\J ? o ikamedu: Major Roman settlement where

Taxes paid by feudatories and war booty ~ Roman seals were discoYered.
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