Question

Q1. Which of the following pairs of ‘'Name of Ruler —
Empire' is correctly matched?

fRafaflad & & S1F-9T1 ‘ATE &1 A1 — T PH el w1 A
fAc g3 &2

*l. Mahapadma Nanda — Magadha Empire

*ll. Ajatasatru— Maurya Empire

A.Only Il / e I}

A dL e dEGIE cEEl - [RRB NTPC CBT 2]
C.Both I and 11 / 1 3R 1l &1

D.Only | / e |




m Correct Answer is D. Only | / &dd |
==

Haryanka Dynasty (544-412 BCE)
Founder: Bimbisara
Capital: Rajagriha (later shifted to Pataliputra)
Significance:
* Bimbisara was a contemporary of the Buddha and a patron of Buddhism and
Jainism.
* His son, Ajatashatru, expanded the Magadha kingdom and fought wars with
Kosala and the Lichchhauvis.
* Noted for the beginning of Magadha's rise as a major power in North India.
g TG (CPTHIT 544-412 ST Id)
HReMYp: fafrddr
RISTETHT: IPJE (d16 H gTefeiq IAdARd)
Hodd:
» TSfTSNIR g o THBI 3R g Ud i &H & IReT I
o 3B T, HSAA A HIY AHIT b [AdR fobdl 3R BRI 3R foi=sfadl & A1 g fou
IR YR H UP YA 2Afth b R H 7Y b 3¢ bl YB3 & fav UG




Extra Facts:

™

Shishunaga Dynasty (412-345 BCE)
Founder: Shishunaga (originally an official under the Haryankas)
Capital: Initially Rajagriha, later shifted to Pataliputra
Significance:
* Ended Haryanka rule.
* Strengthened Magadha further.
» Kalasoka, a ruler of this dynasty, convened the Second Buddhist Council.

o fIQMPT IISTEL (FPIMAT 412-345 ST )
o IRATYP: fAYAPT (HeTck &b A BT U 3TTABRY)
o TSI URY H ISPJE, 916 H Yrefcigs IAMHidR 8l 715

Hedd:

o b AN BT 3id|

*  TOTE Bl 3R Yeg bl

o S IISTGA B Udh ATHD BIAD A g sleg W bl 3RS fhaT|




-
Important one-liners for upcoming exams

Nanda Dynasty (345-322 BCE)
Founder: Mahapadma Nanda (possibly of non-Kshatriya origin)
Capital: Pataliputra
Significance:
* Known for great wealth and a large army.
* Centralized administration.
* Overthrown by Chandragupta Maurya with the help of Chanakya, leading to the rise of the
Maurya Empire.
=G 99l (¢TTHT 345-322 591 Jd)
AT HEIIS] 6 (FHHdcE: R-&If3 Gl o)
RTSTETHT: Tt
Hedd:
« A &M 37X fG2ATe AT &b [T ST ST |
o DelPhd YA
« 0T T WERIAT A TSI HIY GRT S 3WT8 el IRT, fSRAb IRUMARGRY HI A=Y Bl 369 g3




Question

Q2. The famous physician Jeevaka was appointed in the

court of:

UG de Sfiads oI fvIds RaR A g fasar srm ar?

[SSC CPO-SI — 11/12/2019, Shift-Ii]

A. Krishnadeva Raya / $9Idd I
B. Bimbisara / fafdd®
C. Ashoka / 312l

D. Samudragupta / I



<+ SULUTION

Correct Answer is Bimbisara

* The famous physician Jeevaka was appointed in the court
of Bimbisara (543-491 BCE), the ruler of the Magadha
Empire./ UAg Rfeca® sfias &1 791 IHsg & A6
fAff SR (FP1T 543-491 39T 4d) & AR A fAeh fasam st 2

* Bimbisara was the founder of the Haryanka dynasty and
is regarded as the real builder of the Magadha Empire. /
fAfER g d2r & JRATYS & 3R 32 WTE AHST BT Idfdd
fAntar a1 ST €1

* Bimbisara was assassinated by his son Ajatashatru.

» AR B &1 39 T ST A 6 2t

%

N § @l




Jeevaka was a contemporary of Buddha.

TP g & THBIC I A

Shishunaga Dynasty (412-345 BCE): Founded by
Shishunaga, who ended the Haryanka dynasty; capital

shifted from Rajgriha to Pataliputra; known for annexing
Avanti; last ruler Kalasoka held the Second Buddhist
Council at Vaishali, after which the dynasty was
overthrown by Mahapadma Nanda.

fAATT ASTLA (412-345 ST qd): fAYAPT gRT AT, fH=giA
gdeh 42l &1 3id fosa; ISt IsF]E A yrefaqd WHidRd gs;
31dcll IR Besll B4 & folv ST ST &; 3ifad 2 Hretene A
derret # fedi dig Ieiifa o1 3= far, fSas d1¢ HgI=T
d¢ 9 3 IS1420 &I 3WTE Bl




QUESITION

Q3. Which warrior defeated the last Nanda ruler
Dhanananda with the help of Kautilya in 322 BC?

322 ST Jd difecd bl TgrRIar & f67 Agr A 3ifaw +g o
e[S Bl RIfSId fosar A1?

[SSC MTS/Havaldar - 07/07/2022, Shift-1li]

A. Kalashok / BTIcIlih

B. Ashoka / 312l

C. Akbar / bR

D. Chandragupta Maurya / 93 "I

L A A A A A A A A
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Correct Answer is Chandragupta Maurya

* In 322 BCE, Chandragupta Maurya defeated the last
Nanda ruler Dhanananda with the assistance of his
mentor and strategist Kautilya (Chanakya). / 322 $9T
qd #, I3[ |1 A 3199 IS 3R WHIfASR Bifec (amore)
bl HETIAT A 3T g ATHD [T Pl M-

* Nanda Dynasty (345-321 BCE) founded by Mahapadma
Nanda (EKARAT), reached its peak under Dhana
Nanda, and was overthrown by Chandragupta Maurya,
marking the rise of the Mauryan Empire./ HgI4al 9¢
(UHTA) GRT AT ¢ 15742 (345-321 591 Yd), &AHE b
31efi 379 =RH W Ugd I, 3R AR HR gRT 3W1S Gl
T, f3E JR ATy &1 36 g3

<+ SULUTION
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Q4. Who classified Indian society into seven
classes?

NRAIT 15T 1 J1d 1 A feaa Qs faar ar?

@ [SSC JE Civil - 11/10/2023, Shift-Ii]

A. Megasthenes / BSTR2HTST
B. Arian / TR

C. Strabo / T4l

D. Pliny / fia+ft




Correct Answer is Megasthenes

* Megasthenes, a Greek ambassador, came to the court of

Chandragupta Maurya as an envoy of Seleucus Nicator. /
RIS U A IsTgd AT Al g Ay & gd & R H
der[d | & GRER A AT AT
* In his book 'Indica’, he provided a detailed description of
Indian society. / 319l Q¥ 'SfSbT' A 3 R THTST BT favgd
qui faa 81
* According to Megasthenes, the seven classes were:
philosophers, farmers, herdsmen, artisans, soldiers,
overseers, and councillors. / BRI & 3R JHTST ATd I A
fanfaia ar - qrifAss, fsar, 9uTei®s, PR, VfAE, Aders 31
RTAAETTI

25S0LUTION]

.



* According to him, the Mauryan empire had a highly
developed spy system. / 3Hd 3 AR WY AHTT # U 3i:id

fas AT STREHT o= 2T
« Strabo’s book Geographica gave detailed geographical

accounts of the ancient world, including India’s geography,

people, and customs. / &l &I G&id SRIBNTGST 7 Ui fay &1
favd Pt fReran 8, S ura &t ubiifors fAafq, sHsiia ik
WRTT &1 qof A gl

* Pliny’s book Natural History (Naturalis Historia) describes
India’s trade, flora, fauna, and products; mentions Roman

trade with India. / faI-l I Q¥ ARt 8l # URd & AR,
aafd, 3fia-3iq 31K 3G BT 3oeid § dAT IH-URA ATIR FI
ff qui fieran 81

2 S0LUTIONG
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Question

Q5. In the Seleucid-Mauryan War, Seleucus fought
against which of the following Mauryan rulers?

AGHI-HN g A Aegpy A FRafafaa 7§ fea 2
AP A Gog foam A1?

@ [SSC CGL (Tier-1) - 20/04/2022, Shift-1li]

A. Ashoka / 3121

B. Samprati / I8Ifd

C. Chandragupta Maurya / I¢3[& #Id
D. Dasharatha / Q2R




5:} SOI_U“ON Correct Answer is Chandragupta Maurya

* The Seleucid-Mauryan War was fought between
Chandragupta Maurya and Seleucus I Nicator around

305-303 BCE. / AegfAs-Aid Jg ePMPT 305-303 59T 7d
deTed HI 3R A U2H fAdber & o o1sT I 2T

Seleucus | was a general of Alexander the Great and

founded the Seleucid Empire. / AP H Y2H, Aba?
Hgﬁmwamqﬁranaﬁ?mﬁaﬂﬁlgmﬁ&m
oY 2t T




* The war concluded with a treaty, in which Seleucus
gave his daughter Helena in marriage to
Chandragupta and ceded territories (such as
Kandahar, Kabul). / gg U HfEl & HIY AT §311, 5
dgd Aegpd A -1 Tl gci-1 1 faarg e[ | v feam
3R HER, B 319 F i fu)

* Inreturn, Seleucus received 500 war elephants, which

aided him in other battles. / &1 #, AP &I 500 5
greft fie, I3 39 3137 gl A Weradn fAe|

R < 4 7 t.
- \;‘.‘ ’
b (1)) 52
=l 3 i L
\ REONCE 6D
SPFSN - #
A % VA TSN
\L 5 ‘:\ &
. | S ] -
g = 5N “
N
\ " | &
4 B v
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Question

Q6. Which of the following was the chief collector
of revenue in the Mauryan administration?

I 2RI & I15Rd BT I3 Wiedhdl Aafafad § 3
BI AT?

@ [SSC STENO 2025 / IB ACIO 2025]

A. Amatya / 31T

B. Samaharta / JHT1&dl

C. Sannidhata / Ifa&Tdr
D. Dhamma Mahamatta / & AgHHA]




2 OULUTION gsesseessssmmeees

*In the Mauryan administration, Samaharta was the

chief collector of revenue. / AR UM & HTEAT I3
JTSTd HAGRdl T
*This position is described in Kautilya's Arthashastra. /

&9 U< 1 qui< Bifec & 31efeme & Aedr 2

* Besides Samaharta, Sannidhata was the treasurer of
the state. / IHTGAl & 3T ‘TWlALMAT I3 BT DT AT

*Sita and Bhaga were the prominent land revenue

systems. / HIdT 3R WP W Y154 yonfara off|

» Amatya was a general term for ministers. / '3 #HE
& felU YRITh A 2rsg AT




Q7. Which Mauryan ruler is credited with the
establishment of the spy system and maintenance of a
standing army in his empire?

f5 IR 2RI BT IR YOTIeT AT H 3R WA= I
§ITU 31 BT A fe&m 37ran 82

@ [SSC STENO 2025 / IB ACIO 2025]

A.Bindusara / fdgaR

B. Brihadratha / geg¥
C. Ashoka / 3121l
D. Chandragupta Maurya / Ig3[t Hf



S

Correct Answer is Chandragupta Maurya

* Chandragupta Maurya is credited with establishing the spy
system and maintaining a standing army in the Mauryan
Empire. / e[ #1 Y AR ATHTST H IR aRAT AT A
3R Uep ARt A1 9410 Y@ BT 4 fo S &l

» Chanakya’s 'Arthashastra’, which included spies (Gudha
Purushas) to ensure internal and external security of the
empire / IT0TET & ‘AR H AT B 31l 3R a1gT TRam
JAYd B & A0 IR ([eHY) DI A fosam s/ 2T

& SN
/s‘f N /

<> SULUTION




Q8. Which Mauryan ruler was called Amitrochates
by the Greeks?

fou AR A &1 TN gRT 'UfAdidse’ el I AT?

A. Samudragupta / SHgd

B. Kanishka / &b
C. Bindusara / fdgarR

D. Chandragupta | / SI¢[d 92




Correct Answer is Bindusara

* The Mauryan emperor Bindusara(Follower of Ajivika
sect) was referred to as 'Amitrochates' by Greek
writers. This name is a Greek transliteration of the
Sanskrit term 'Amitraghata’ (Slayer of enemies). /
1 wure figIR & FAFT Al A ifEReT am
g1 Fg(MSNfA® TWUSHRT & 3art) A1 Tpd 2req
SfAFET’ (31 BT YERS) BT AT AR g

* Bindusara was the son of Chandragupta Maurya and
the father of Ashoka, ruling approximately from

298-273 BCE. / fagR e[ 11 & qF 3R 31206 &
foar &, fagia P1IT 298-273 $T qd ddb M- fasaT 2







* Greek ambassadors like Deimachus and Dionysius

visited his court. / SHTHH 31K sRNARATT 3 AT
J15Tgd 3 GReR H 31U 2|

* Bindusara requested wine, dried figs, and a
philosopher from the Seleucid ruler Antiochus I of
Syria, showcasing the diplomatic relations of that

era./ fAgAR A HIRAT & YOS AP ¢fe3NpH HaH A
AfeRT, & 3751 31K vas qRifAs B aAvT Hl, AT F
JTeTRAE ddell oI geufdr 8



Q9. Which Mauryan ruler is most closely associated
with the policy of Dhamma after the war of Kalinga?

BT g & 91§ DI-1 A AP e Hifa & Taifdsw

S & et 47
A.Bindusara / fdgarR

B. Ajatashatru / 313112
C. Ashoka / 312li

D. Chandragupta Maurya / Sig3[d HI




™

Correct Answer is Ashoka

After the Kalinga War (261 BCE), Emperor Ashoka
renounced violence and adopted the policy of Dhamma.

Bfel’l Iog (261 T Jd) & dTq, AATE 2B A faHT BT APT BT
fea 3R e 1 Afd 39S

Ashoka propagated the tenets of Dhamma among the
masses through his Rock Edicts and Pillar Edicts.

312Mp A 3194 fAATRE! 31 TY fAATeRE! &b ATeIH A 34T &
a e & RAgidl &1 yaR faani




|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\

Q10. Ashoka's famous stone pillars were mainly carved

from which rock?

312N & TG TR &b I 0 ®Y A fbH YbR Hl 9 A

=TI 370 2?2 ,
[SSC PHASE XIII - 29/08/2025, Shift-I]

A. Marble / IR

B. Granite / dT8¢

C. Sandstone / 9¢f31T ¥
D. Basalt / S¥TeT

e e
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Correct Answer is Sandstone & SOI_U -|_| 0 N

 Emperor Ashoka's famous stone pillars were
primarily carved from sandstone. / GHT€ 312M® &
UG AW &I 31 U2 A fAfda A

* These pillars were constructed during the Mauryan
period (approximately 268-232 BCE). / & %W HIY &Tel
(CPTIRT 268-232 ST Yd) & GRI §-d10 1T 3|

* The lion capital (such as the Sarnath pillar) engraved

on these pillars and Ashoka's Dhamma messages
inscribed in Brahmi script represent the pinnacle of

Mauryan art. / 3 %¥] R 3ifesd g o (3 IRy
W) 3R a1gh faf & fAe 3120 & e Heer #Rf oot 6l
AFdT P g2ufd gl

R T
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Ashoka erected approximately 30 to 40 pillars, of

which 10 survive today. / 312N 3 &P 30 A 40 FAHI

1 fAmfor Hear o, f3H & oPreT 10 30T ot RfAC &

The Lauriya Nandangarh and Sarnath pillars are the
most famous. / FRAT 4¢P 3R IRATY & Y e
ufAg &l

Ashoka's inscriptions are found in Brahmi,
Kharosthi, Aramaic, and Greek scripts. / 312N6 &

e sght, @, 3R 3k g faf & fed €

G- H’ﬁ TATTA ‘ﬁf/qu,.
s/ 1/ (J \ ( t/; ’“ ;Y

<= SULUTION

R e ST



Q11. How many years after his coronation did Emperor

Ashoka conquer Kalinga?

379 SIS & fbda aul 91¢ WgIe 312N 3 Bfcis & fafaa
T or?

A. 8 years / 8 a4
B. 11 years / 11 ¥
C.5years /5 dY
D. 15 years / 15 ¥

@ [SSC CGL (Tier-1) - 24/07/2023, Shift-1]




Correct Answer is 8 years "‘

y m

* Emperor Ashoka was the third and most famous ruler of the

Mauryan Dynasty and was coronated around 269 BCE. / {41
32N AR 42 &b IR 3R A g b A 3R 37b1 3ATS TTHT

269 SHT d §31T I

*He fought the Kalinga War and conquered Kalinga approximately
8 years after his coronation, around 261 BCE. / 378l &fei3l g 3T
3R 3799 3P & T 8 I 91, TPTIT 261 $1T Jd A HfelT IR fas
T <l

*The massive bloodshed and destruction deeply affected Ashoka,
leading him to renounce war and embrace Buddhism. / Hi¥or

FHUTA 31 fa121 7 312N Bl TS | uHifad far, f5ad HRUT 374
GG BT BT B dieg & 39T form)




* Ashoka inscriptions, known as the Edicts of Ashoka, have been
found across the Indian subcontinent and are written in the

Brahmi script. / 312N & AT, =g 3120 & 31l &gl ST g,
R WRAT 3UHGTGIT & 4T 370 § 31K Jighl foifd & forea o1 &

- Kalinga War mention in Rock Edict 13. / Bl Jg &1 3evid
fereTere T 13 # fAerd

*These edicts describe the principles of Dhamma, social welfare,

and administrative reforms. / ¥ 31fMeg e & RAgidl, A™I&GIS
BTl 3R YA YURY &1 90 FHd gl

m
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Question

Q12. A type of court called 'Kantakasodhana' was
prevalent in the -——— Empire.

‘Beh e S VP YHR 1 AT fbd AT |
yrIfeld 1

[SSC CGL—(Tier-1) 20/08/2021, Shift-I]

A. Rashtrakuta / T8
B. Kushana / pYIUI

C. Mauryan / 5

D. Chola / 9t




SAS0VIIONE

* The Mauryan Empire (322-185 BCE) had a highly
developed judicial system. / HIE IS (322-185 SH1 l]:q‘) |
U A6 fahRAd =i yorret 2t

The Arthashastra mentions 'Dharmasthiya’ (civil) and
'Kantakasodhana' (criminal) courts. / 312i2r= # ‘epizenfar’
(&A1) 31 ‘Beb2ne’ (BISIERT) A™T] HI 3o Aeldr el

Kautilya's Arthashastra provides a detailed description of
this court system. / difeed & 3-121"211?3[ H 39 <1 AdAT FI

e
fa¥d quf fAerar 81 _fm

——

-
-




* It was specifically established for state offenses and its
primary function was the elimination of ‘thorns' -

meaning criminals, corrupt officials, and rebels. / Jg
fA9y WU 7 31RTEN & foIT ST IRT AT 3R SUBT 3
382% 'dedl' AT TR, Ye 31fAHRAN 3R fagifadi o1

GH ATl
* In Ashoka's reign, officers called 'Dharma Mahamatras'

monitored moral conduct. / 3121 & A H ‘e/H A’
A fABRI Afad MR HI AR Hd A




Q13. Ashokan Minor Rock Edicts are found in different
parts of India. Which of the following is NOT a find
spot of Ashokan Minor Rock Edicts in Karnataka?

312l & o7 fATToI WRd & fafia weh & q1e 3iTd &
fRafafld # & &I9-91 Bfed | 312ME & oy AT B
Y2ret 781 82

@ [SSC CGL - 21/04/2022, Shift-I]

A. Brahmagiri / SgIf
B. Gavimath / 1fdHo

C. Rupnath / &Uq1Y
D. Maski / Hb!




Correct Answer is Rupnath

*In Karnataka state, important sites of Ashoka's Minor Rock
Edicts include Brahmagiri (Chitradurga district), Gavimath
(Koppal district), and Maski (Raichur district). / @-icd IAA
#, 312N & o1y fATeIE] &b Ageayui el # @it (Rarge
fatet), faws (S ) 31k aRb RRIR foier) enfae g

*Rupnath is situated in Jabalpur district of Madhya Pradesh.
/ FWUATE T Y2l & SIaeyR 51t & f&d 21

*The Maski edict is particularly significant as it contains the
first instance of Ashoka's name 'Devanampriya Ashoka’. /

AR fATerRd fAdy WU A Agcaqof § Riifes s9H 3120 & AW
AR 31206 BT Ugdll Seeied Aerdr &1




Q14. James Prinsep, an archaeologist, philologist, and
official of the East India Company, deciphered Ashokan
edicts (in Brahmi script) in the year: rik

S SR a3 QTR 3 aTaTRE S R ¥ 319 ¥
| wigh fafd # fard farereidl o1 f ad 7 uer am? ~

A.1857 [RRB NTPC CBT2] <
«| B.1876
C. 1837

fa'

D. 1890 -




Correct Answer is 1837

*James Prinsep, a British archaeologist and philologist,
successfully deciphered the Brahmi script inscriptions of

Emperor Ashoka in the year 1837 CE. / fafee RTamfag 3iR e .

W ST A 3 1837 €. & wwme 31l & wegh fafd & i
fAIATE &1 hetdrgde 31ef fAabret 3

=y * Prinsep primarily studied inscriptions obtained from Sanchi
. and other sites. / A9 A J&Ad: AT 31 31T W2l A U =
fcTerdEl 1 31eag= foha e

o F

ki A




*The decipherment of the Brahmi script revealed the principles
of Ashoka's Dhamma, his administration, and the history of the

Mauryan period. / STgft fafd & 312f fAdTet I 31206 & e &

fAgidi, 37 YA 3R 71 ST & SfaerT &1 gar I«
*James Prinsep was also the secretary of the Asiatic Society of "* 3
Bengal./ ST fiAq 1Tt vfafess Aiamredt & afaqa oft A1 ‘*:
* Alexander Cunningham (Father of Indian Archaeology) -;
confirmed that Mauryan inscriptions were written in Brahmi SF
- and Kharosthi scripts, first deciphered by James Prinsep, and
| mapped their distribution across India./ 3/i&ie¥ HATH (WRA &
R $ 57) A Y 6 5 A4 Rieera sgh 3z @0 faf) §
oI 1w &), oI et Uge ST I8 3 & vt o, 3iv 381 ¥ e A
3% fAaRYT &1 AT B .
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Question

Q15. Ashoka sent a mission to spread the principle
of Dhamma led by his son Mahendra and daughter
Sanghamitra to -

31201 A 3799 §F 7 3R G daffan s Aqa A e &

fAgidi &1 TR B 8 A2 Sl U1 a1?

[SSC CGL 2023]

A. Kalinga / Bfcial
B. Ceylon (Sri Lanka) / HIeTiF (2lieir)
C. Cambodia / SaIfaar

D. Thailand / ¥TScie




<+ SULUTION

Correct Answer is Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

* Emperor Ashoka of the Mauryan dynasty sent a mission to
Ceylon (modern Sri Lanka) led by his son Mahendra and
daughter Sanghamitra to spread the principles of Dhamma.

I do1 & TgTe 3120 A e & fRAGidl BT IR & & e 3793 3
Hegq 31k i Tdaften & Aqa & Hie (3nefAe sfieisn # ve fMeq A

AT

After the Kalinga War, Ashoka renounced violence and
embraced Buddhism, making the propagation of Dhamma his
primary objective.

BT g & TG, 312MF 7 f&AT BT APT F dieg et 3191 foram 317 e
& YR &I 31941 1A 382d 9471 feram




<+ SULUTION

* The then ruler of Sri Lanka, Devanampiya Tissa, adopted
Buddhism as the state religion. Sanghamitra carried a

branch of the Bodhi Tree, which was planted at

Anuradhapura. / ST & debTel ATAB G-I fawar 4
dig e Bl ASTHRT & & W H 39T Faf=T aifd gar ) v
QT AF I8, A IRTEMYR A IR 51T AT

ASHOKA sent missions to Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand,
and other Southeast Asian countries. / 31211 1 2ficiabl,
RITT, 2T$ds 30 311 afaor-qd wfrars Zoif & 3 g A3
The Buddhist Tipitaka scriptures were first compiled in
written form in Sri Lanka. / dig Afded e &1 fafad dba
A4y oficit | & g3 o1l
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Question

Q16. Under Mauryan administration, the
'Sitadhyaksha' was the officer in charge of -

A=t gormrH A ‘Hqregar ifasr food faumeT &1 yuRT 212

@ [SSC CPO-SI - 12/12/2019, Shift-i]

A. Agriculture / $fY
B. Customs / HIHT [ch

C. Market / dI5IIR
D. Mines / @el




Correct Answer is Agriculture

In the Mauryan administration, the 'Sitadhyaksha' was the
officer in charge of the Agriculture Department.

1 oA #, Hiaredar Y faurt &1 gurt 3ifSsRY &dr 2l
The Mauryan administration was highly organized and
centralized.

IR 92 3rcfde Wfed 3R BHdiepd 2Tl

The administration had separate officers for different
departments - Samaharta (Revenue Collection), Nagaraka
(City Administration), Pautavadhyaksha (Weights and
Measures), Sunadhyaksha (Slaughterhouse).

w2 | faffid fAueT & fAe 31eT-31emT 1f9aRl gld 2 -
TRl (I3 JAE), PRS (PR W), Gdaredal (die 3R
1Y), 3R GATCHET (Te2ATe)|

2+ SULUTION




&

Q17. Match the army officers of the Mauryan empire in Column A with the respective salaries in Column

. [ssc TS 2024)
s TR 35 ST IR 1 373 Weifer 3 & e i
Column A (Army Officer) / &% A (JFT31f®RY)  Column B (Salaries) / ¥¥ B (dd)

a. Senapati a. 12,000 Pana per annum

b. Adhyakshas b. 8,000 Pana per annum

c. Mukhyas c. 4,000 Pana per annum

d. Nayka d. 4,800 Pana per annum

A. a-iii, b-i, c-iv, d-ii / a-iii, b-i, c-iv, d-ii
B. a-iii, b-iv, c-i, d-ii / a-iii, b-iv, c-i, d-ii
C. a-iv, b-iii, c-ii, d-i / a-iv, b-iii, c-ii, d-i
D. a-i, b-ii, c-iii, d-iv / a-i, b-ii, c-iii, d-iv



<> SULUTION

correct Answer is [a-iv, b-iii, c-ii, d-i]

In the Mauryan Empire (322-185 BCE), military officers were
paid salaries according to their ranks. / #&f AT (322-185
$1 gd) A AP AT B 37 ug & 31AR dd- fAr sirar 27
1. Senapati (Highest rank) 48,000 Pana (Top salary, as per
Arthashastra). / S919fa (3=Id9 U<) 48,000 YOTT (31202 &
3ER Adi= dc)|

2. Adhyakshas (Cavalry/Chariot leaders) 4,000 Pana. / 318 (is
(YSHAR/IY YqH) 4,000 YOI

3. Mukhyas (Infantry heads) 8,000 Pana. / %AT (A& JAT Y1)
8,000 YuTT|

4. Nayka (Junior officers) 12,000 Pana (Mid-level command). /
IS (B8 fAPRT) 12,000 YOI (HETH IAR BT FATH) |



<> SULUTION

The Mauryan army consisted of 6 lakh infantry, 30,000
cavalry, and 9,000 war elephants. / H A1 A 6 ARG U
AfA, 30,000 AR 31 9,000 g 12ft 2 Al

The army had six main divisions - Padati (Infantry), Ashva
(Cavalry), Rath (Chariots), Hasti (War Elephants), Nau
(Navy), and Support troops. / -1 8 UPN H faufaid 2ff -
qrEia (See JAT), 379 (GSHAR 1), ¥ (Y 1), 9 (I5
grefY), At (9T 3R WeI gl

A 30-member war council managed military affairs. / 30
AR g aRug A= ATl BT Jaed bl i)

The Mauryan army also included Greek, Persian, and other
foreign mercenaries, showcasing its diverse composition.

/ A [T § A, BRAY 31 31 fageft dfA® oft enfirer 4, s
2! fafaer T=T oY goufdn 81
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Question

Q18 . Which of the following Ashokan rock edicts declares
the prohibition of animal sacrifice?

fRafafad & @ F-11 3120E &1 Ao ggf-afer R afdser 6

YOI BT 82
% [SSC CPO 2024]

A. Major Rock Edict - IV / 9qd faldTeid - IV

B. Major Rock Edict - | / ¥& fadTed - |
C. Major Rock Edict - Il / ¥ fereid - I
D. Major Rock Edict - Ill / 9@ fAeTed - i




SOI_U-” ON Correct Answer is Major Rock Edict - |

No. / shHIP Main Content / fas Location / I

Prohibits animal sacrifice and festive slaughter. Found at all maior sit
~ A ound at all major sites.
gl dfel 3R 3l & &l R JUeh| J

Mentions medical arrangements for humans and animals;

lists neighboring kingdoms (Cholas, Pandyas, Satyaputras,
Keralaputras, Tamraparni).

A1 37R g3l & felv RifbcATeTal BT i |

Urges moral conduct and respect towards elders,

Rock Edict |

Rock Edict Il Girnar, Kalsi, Dhauli

Rock Edict Il Brahmanas, Shramanas. All major sites

Afdies 3TTERUT, STRTOT 9 YHUT o Ufd FHT-|

Spread of Dhamma replacing ceremonies and rituals.

Rock Edict IV ;
e[ b1 YR, 319G ISl BT AP

All major sites

Appointment of Dhamma Mahamatras (officers of

Rock Edict V , . Girnar, Kalsi
righteousness). / &/ HgMMEIl 6l fAgfthl




No. / ShHI®b

Main Content / fas

Location / T4

Rock Edict VI

Ashoka’s concern for public welfare and justice.

BTN 3R =TT & Ufd 312Mep i KTl

All sites

Rock Edict VII

Religious tolerance and mutual respect.

Y eHf b yfey AfesoCT|

Girnar, Kalsi

Rock Edict VIII

Mentions Ashoka’s Dhamma Yatras (moral tours) instead
of pleasure hunts.
e[ AT (T YHOT) BT ool |

Girnar

Rock Edict IX

Criticizes meaningless rituals, promotes true moral

conduct.

fARele TSI Y 3ATei=T, T=I 31<RUT &6l Hgd |

All sites

Rock Edict X

Denounces glory by conquest, values Dhamma fame.

o1 B Tel, &7 DI Hifd bl AfGHT

All sites




No. / shHIb

Main Content / fas

Location / T4

Rock Edict XI

Explains true meaning of Dhamma — kindness, charity,

and self-control.
e[ Pl IR — &1, G 37N IIH|

Girnar

Rock Edict Xl

Appeals for religious harmony among all sects.

It e T WegTd 1 TR

Girnar, Kalsi

Rock Edict XIII

Describes the Kalinga War and Ashoka’s remorse;
adoption of non-violence (Ahimsa).

il g, 3R THTATT &1 9uiH; 31T &1 Rigid|

Kalsi, Girnar, Dhauli,
Jaugada

Rock Edict XIV

Summary of all edicts.

I fAATd] BT IR

Girnar




Minor Rock Edicts / & folciei

* Found at Maski, Gujarra, Brahmagiri, Sohgaura, Ahraura,
etc. / AR, IERT, TR, WERT, 3rE3RT 3nfe 2 R A &

*Name “Ashoka” appears for the first time at Maski and

Gujarra./ “3121es” TH BT Y2AH Jovid AR 3R IERT fAdraai
& fyetar g1

* Emphasize personal faith in Buddhism and moral

conduct./ dtg e A AFHIT 31T 3R Afds s w’ Ta|

DeVa.Nam PiYs. 53, A.So.Ka
Beloved to Gods, that Ashoka

Rock fdict -1
Name ‘Ashoka’ mentioned an Maski Stone Slab




Pillar Edicts / Yol

No. / pHI®

Main Content / fas

Location / &M

Pillar Edict |

Bans animal sacrifice and festive killings.

Q[ Sfel IR gfade|

Delhi-Topra, Sanchi

Pillar Edict II

Emphasizes obedience to parents, generosity to Brahmanas
and Shramanas.

OTa1-fadT bl JdT, ST8T01 d AT o Ufd 3GRdT|

Delhi-Topra

Pillar Edict 1l

Instructions to Dhamma Mahamatras and officials.

e[ HEMHE ol fAeeT]

Sarnath

Pillar Edict IV

Promotes justice and impartial administration.
fRsaar =Imr 3R ger|

Sarnath

Pillar Edict V

Talks about welfare of prisoners.
el & BHedT0] Bl Jeeid|

Sarnath




Pillar Edicts / ¥Weld

No. / pHi® Main Content / fas Location / ¥

Ashoka’s ideals of Dhamma and wish to record them for
Pillar Edict VI future generations. Delhi-Topra

e & TG b UTd! fifed & faiv 3ifdsd B Hi s<oil

Summary and repetition of Dhamma principles.

Pillar Edict VII e .
e Al BT ARILA

Delhi-Topra




Q19. Which of the following pairs of 'Dynasty — Ruled region’
Is correctly matched?

‘dor — onfld &% # A PI-TT A e 79 A AT g3 82
1. Shakas- North West and north India/ 1.2I%-33% UTRIH 3R 3097 AR
2. Vakatakas-Central and Western India/ 2.dThIedh- ALY 3R UMY AR

A. Neither I nor Il /AaTI3RAE 1l
B. Only | / &dd |

C.Only Il / e I

D. Both I and 11 / | 31R 1l &1

[SSC CGL 2022]




<> SULUTION

Shakas — North-West and North India
b — ITR-UTYH 3R 3R URd

e The Shakas (Indo-Scythians) invaded India from
Central Asia around the 2nd century BCE.

0P (S31-RBIATT) TPTT 5.9, 2 Y 2raredl A 7y vfdr @
URd 30}

e They established their rule in North-West and
Western India — mainly Gandhara, Punjab, Malwa,

and Gujarat.

**gIpT A JTR-UFFH 3R ufIH URd & el — T
SeMR, YSTTd, HTeTdl 31 IERT #




<> SULUTION

« Important rulers: Maues (Moga), Nahapana, and

Rudradaman | (famous for Junagadh inscription).

W 2ATHD: HPT (A13W), TeUH, 1R Baar qem
(PTG fAdTera & fore uflg)

Il. Vakatakas — Central and Western India
dibIch — A 3R yfYq URd

e The Vakataka dynasty succeeded the Satavahanas
in the Deccan region (3rd-5th century CE).

qIbIcd 92l 4 ATddIgd d2l & dIC SfA0T HRd & cab
A oA fbam (3dt-5dt erardt .1




<> SULUTION

* Their kingdom covered Vidarbha (Maharashtra),
Berar, and parts of Madhya Pradesh.

g1 W19 fagif (HERTE), R 31 7 G2l & $B UPN
d et 2T

o Capital: Nandivardhana and later Pravarapura.

JaterH: Hfeaelq 3R ag & gavgR|

e Important ruler: Pravarasena I, a powerful king

and patron of Brahmanism and art (linked with
Guptas through marriage).

TR AT : Yava- U2H, 51T U 2Afth2lTedl A 31
STEIOT & 9 el & Wi ;I 421 A darfes Hder oft
2




Question

Q20. Pushyamitra Sunga's capital was at -
QIR 2J31 &I IrsTent wal off?

[SSC MTS 2024]

A. Pataliputra / qrefeiq
B. Kalinga / &fcid1

C. Nalanda / ATeiel
D. Cuttack / ®ch




2 OULUTION gssssmmssssmsseen

* Pushyamitra Shunga founded the Shunga Dynasty in 185 BCE
after assassinating the last Mauryan emperor Brihadratha. /
qeafis QT A 3ifaw 7 JHTe gy HY &I & 91 185 $1T Id A T
d91 I 31T Hi

* He established his capital at Pataliputra (modern Patna,
Bihar), which was previously the capital of the Mauryan
Empire. /3784 Urefaqd (31effAe g, fagR) A 319+t I=teri
A &6, 31 uget HI AT B e 2t

* Pushyamitra Shunga was a Brahmin commander who took
power after the decline of the Mauryan Empire. / TS0 21
U FTEI0T A19fd & fSgiA #R A" & gdd & 916 Il AHTetl|

=
LA
SIS/ | e | | o w- W
(3 \ a\ s A\A\ AT a A\ EILA B
(- = RN & ,
Je A Alszm v B &:‘ =n &




< »oULUTION

* His reign is known for performing the Ashvamedha Yajna and
his opposition to Buddhism. / 37T QAT 314 IsT 31X
dig e & fater & fAre ST ST g1

* After Pushyamitra Shunga, his son Agnimitra succeeded him,
who is the hero of Kalidasa's play 'Malavikagnimitram’. /

A 9T & 914, 37 IF HRAMA 375 IRIABRI 94, 571 BIifeig™

& Aed HTAABIATT & TP gl

* The Shunga period witnessed the revival of Vedic religion
and development of Sanskrit literature/ 2T &Tet # Afdd et &1

YIS 3R H¥pd Hifged BT fabra g3
» Devabhuti was the last ruler of Shunga Dynasty. / a@¥fd 9T
g1 & 3ifad 2 2|




Q21. Who among the following was the Shaka ruler
who repaired Sudarshana Lake built during the
Mauryan rule?

fRafaf@d & F S19-11 206 s 41 &1 7 fAfifa $iHm
WiaR ga2 sfier H era & fae afdg 82

A.Bindusara / fgiR

B. Panduka / 9TUgeh
C. Rudradaman / 3¢aH4

D. Chashtana / d®d




Correct Answer is Rudradaman

* Sudarsana Lake was built by Pushyagupta (Mauryan period)./
g2 sfiet o1 fAnfor qeppe (7 o1er) A HRarm 2

* Then it repaired by Tushaspa (Ashokan period), again by
Rudradaman I (Saka ruler, 150 CE) / 3 dIc qurq (312N BIcT)
3R Y Begm U2 (2 AP, 150 §.) A SHDI AR HRdls|

* Recorded in the Junagadh Sanskrit inscription. / S[PTG WP
fAIcTed H gHPI Iovid fAerdT g

- Final restoration done by Skandagupta (Gupta period)./ 3ifdq
SNUTGR ¥bBEI[ ([d BTel) GRT BRI AT

]
Tl
o - - - \
- 1‘“ - - B
s -




Qaestion

Q22. Who among the following was the founder

of the Kanva dynasty?
fRufafad & & o1 HUG G2I BT FRAIS A1?

[SSC CGL 2022]

A. Narayana / IRTIUI




Correct Answer is Vasudeva

« The Kanva dynasty was founded by Vasudeva around 73 BCE. /
BHUd 42l HI IATYFT IRYSd A #PMAT 73 591 Yd H B of

* They originally served the Shunga line is attested by the
appellation Shungabhrityas (i.e., servants of the Shungas)
given to them in the Puranas. /d ¢l &9 { QT 42l & AdP 3,
forTesT yHToT QRIUi & 3% &Y 91 Ty (31afd, P & Aaw) Ui A




e This dynasty ruled until approximately 28 BCE. / 3 d2I
= @PTWAT 28 ST Yd b M faa

* Vasudeva came to power by assassinating the last
Shunga ruler Devabhuti. / dRIdd 31fad BT AP SaYfd
<Y T Hech AT H 30|

» Ultimately, the dynasty was ended by the Satavahana
ruler Simuka, who defeated the last Kanva ruler
Susharman. / 3idd:, 39 d2I &I 3id ——
ATddTe AP AP A fobar, 5
3ifAH HUa 2ATHB AT Bl RIfsid
fan




Q23. Consider the following statements regarding the Indo-Greeks.

fAgfafad seAT W faar &3 5 gsi-3fie A ddfad &l

l. The most celebrated Indo-Greek ruler was Menander./ Jad Uz ga1- i
QM HATSY AT

Il. Menander has been identified with King Milinda mentioned in the Buddhist
text Milindapanha./ A4isR &I ugaH dlg 3 fAfdqu=sl § afofa v=n fAfde I Hi s
gl

lll. Milindapanho contains philosophical questions that Milinda asked
Amrapali./ fafeigusl & fafeig grRT 3moarell & I8 Te wef anfiet g

IV. Impressed by the answers, King Milinda accepted Buddhism as his

religion./ 3TRI & yuTfad &Y= 3151 fAfdq A dig et 3947 fora

A.Only I and IV / &dd I 3R IV B.Only |, lland IV / &ad I, 1l 3R IV
C.Only I, Il and IV / &ae I, 111 3T IV D.Only I, Il and Il / &de 1, 11 31 I




Correct Answer is Only I, Il and IV

N

* The Indo-Greeks were Greek rulers of Bactria who governed

northwestern India in the 2nd century BCE / $S1-gATH! afaa
& AT 2 & =81 g ordTed) $91 qd A ITR-ufFH WRd W
QM BT 2

 Menander was the most famous Indo-Greek ruler who
embraced Buddhism and is discussed in the Buddhist text
'‘Milindapanha’. / AAieR Jad UfAg E81-AH! oI A i g
e[ 319RIT 3R ST 3t dlg 3 ‘feigus & fAerdr gl

* The Indo-Greeks were the first to issue gold coins in India./

@Wwﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬂaﬂmﬁmﬁmﬁqﬁzmal




Q24. Read the below statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Mark the correct option:

=1 f3U 310 H2 (A) 3R BRI (R) 6 3R T fawsea A:

Assertion (A): Post-Mauryan Buddhist stupas show regional
variations in form, such as cruciform bases and pyramidal

superstructures./ B (A): 3R HIBIC dig ¥l & = fizam
TS STTd! & 51 HATBR TR 3R ARIASTHT TR

Reason (R): Use of diverse local materials and building
techniques led to the emergence of distinct stupa styles across

regions./ ®RYI (R): faffrar 831 & e angsft 3iR fAnfor asial &
3T A 3HeP1-31eP1 ¥ AT fasfAd g

A. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A /
311 T & 3R R, A B T A= @

B. Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A
/ ST €Y € W R, A 6 AT 7E &

C. Ais true, but R is false / A J&l 8 IR R 3Te1d &

D. Both A and R are false / &1 3TcTd &

@ SSC PHASE XIIl - 29/08/2025, Shift-l

P
g




Correct Answer is Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A

After the Mauryan period, as Buddhism spread to different
regions of India — like Gandhara, Sanchi, Bharhut,
Amaravati, and Nagarjunakonda — the form and style of
stupas began to vary. / H1d &Td & 916 319 dlg & YRd &
faftr &= S TieR, Wi, WREd, 3FRIAd! 3R ARSIt A
G5el, dl ¥qUI & R 3R A # fafaerar 3t o g&

Example: / 3QIg UL

e Gandhara stupas had cruciform (cross-shaped) bases and
tall pyramidal superstructures. / JTi€R & T4l &1 TR BRI
(4+) B THR BT ardT AT 3R HTN UPT fARIfAE s < ghar 2

e Amaravati and Sanchi stupas had round bases and

hemispherical domes. / 3FRTad 31¥ A=l & FUT FI 3R
3Ttet 311 J[ag 31ePTieTdR ghar 2l

2= SULUTION




o L -
.

* Use of diverse local materials and building techniques led to the
emergence of distinct stupa styles across regions. / fafid g

fAntor ImRRI 3R de-d! & J—PT A 3ePT-31erT &3 # fafre ¥qu Afei
fasfad gei
* Local factors like available stone, brick, and craftsmanship traditions

influenced architectural styles. / 39eTel TR, 8¢ 3R fAcuHa1 H

RT3 S AT BRI A AT AfAd] H1 gunfad fbam

—In Gandhara, gray schist stone was used. / IR # F fARC TR BT 3GAPT
fepam Strdr 2

—In Amaravati, white limestone was common. / 3FRTadl & THG AT TR
HTHI AT

—In Sanchi, sandstone was preferred. / ATl # S31T UeR &1 U1 fasan
SATdT AT

* These materials and local traditions shaped the unique regional

forms of stupas. / 3 AR 3R W RT3 3 U1 & 3ifgedta &
R4l DI TBR feT|

'/ e - e L
L > < . . .‘?-s'._
- ! - e

%
’




Q25. Which ruler greatly supported Gandhara art?
SR el PI A9 AT fHH A A e ar?

A. Ashoka / 312li
B. Kanishka / &fAtp

C. Samudragupta / IHg
D. Harsha / &4



gi:?) SOI_U-”ON Correct Answer is Kanishka

* Gandhara art, a unique synthesis of Hellenistic and
Indian artistic styles, received the greatest patronage
from the Kushan emperor Kanishka. / 3TieMR &, 31t
EAMRD 3R URAT Bel1 AN BT 3T fAigqor o, &
PHIUT HHTC HASH BT AT AP TR0T Al

* His reign (127-150 CE) is considered the "Golden Age"
of Gandhara art. / 39PT ARAADBI (127-150 $3dl) TR
Bl BT IJ0T T JAT SATAT 8

KANISHK
THE GREAT




<> SULUTION

* Kanishka developed Purushapura (modern
Peshawar) as his capital. / $AH 1 TSIGRT (TdqM
Y2ITaR) I 3T IISTTHT ST

* Mathura was another important center of his

empire. / A2RT W 37 AT BT U HEdYUl g 2T

* The Kushan Empire controlled the famous Silk
Route. / BUT0T AT 1 UfAg Y2 AP (e ) &l
fAafad fear

%

<>






